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ABSTRACT Incontrovertibly, small-scale farming in Zimbabwe has increased its importance especially since the
wave of the land reforms set off in the early 1980’s but gaining sterling momentum after the 2008 land reform
period.  This is because it is a source of food, income and provide the government with revenue. The purpose of this
paper is, through a review of literature methodology, to debate and discuss opportunities available for small-scale
farmers and the challenges the sector faces. Findings indicate that the distribution and segmentations of land
offered and facilitated ownership of the land to the poor majority; facilitated more indigenization of the economy
and more grassroots local participation in agricultural productivity; and mass population’s contribu tion to the
country’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Also, the small-scale farming’s sustenance has been made possible by
processes such as land contracting; and government assistance with the requisite infrastructure such as tractors and
farm inputs. Unfortunately, productivity in this sector has rather been stagnating due to an array of the following
factors:  weaker government policies, weaker political structures and interferences, politically motivated agricultural
reforms, low human capacities to bolster farming especially cash crops for exports; and contracting the land and
marketing challenges of the produce. The paper recommends or advocates for training of the small-scale farmers,
government to offer them meaningful subsidies and a better political environment to facilitate produ ction and
marketing
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